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Mission and Purpose

• Make investments to ensure a stable and healthy cultural industry that is 

sustainable even in the toughest of economic times

• Support institutional and financial stabilization of arts, history, and 

humanities organizations in New Jersey

• Support capital projects at arts, history, and humanities organizations in 

New Jersey

Grant Programs

• Funding for grants comes from interest earned on the Cultural Trust Fund, 

which is a permanent investment fund.

• Grant programs are designed and administered by recommending agencies 

(in FY24, the recommending agency is the New Jersey Historic Trust)

• Organizations must first be designated “qualified” by the Cultural Trust in 

order to participate in Cultural Trust programs

WHAT IS THE NEW JERSEY CULTURAL TRUST? 



Board

9 Public Members

5 Ex-Officio Members, 
representing:

▪Department of State

▪Treasury

▪NJ Historical Commission

▪NJ State Council on the 
Arts

▪NJ Historic Trust

Staff

Isabel (Izzy) Kasdin, 

Executive Director 

609-633-0522

Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov

CULTURAL TRUST BOARD AND STAFF

mailto:Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov


WHAT IS THE NEW JERSEY HISTORIC TRUST?

12 Citizen Members

3 Ex-Officio Members, 

representing 

▪Department of Community 

Affairs

▪Department of 

Environmental Protection

▪Treasury

 The mission of the New 

Jersey Historic Trust is to 

advance historic 

preservation in New Jersey 

for the benefit of future 

generations through 

education, stewardship and 

financial investment 

programs that save our 

heritage and strengthen 

our communities.



TRUST STAFF

• Dorothy Guzzo, Executive 
Director

• Historic Preservation 
Specialists:

• Alexis Alemy

• Jennifer Boggs

• Shannon Bremer

• Glenn Ceponis

• Judith Murphy, AICP, PP

• Ashley Parker

• Vito Scocozzo

• Carrie Hogan, Fiscal 
Officer

• Paula Lassiter, Secretary



An 

OverviewGRANT GUIDELINES



ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS

 All history, arts, and humanities 

organizations with stewardship 

responsibility for historic 

resources that are listed on the 

New Jersey Register of Historic 

Places, and are qualif ied by the 

New Jersey Cultural Trust, are 

eligible to apply.

 Schools, units of government, and 

religious organizations are NOT 

eligible applicants.

 For all requests other than 

acquisition, applicants must 

demonstrate control of the 

property through a deed or valid 

lease to be considered eligible.



QUALIFICATION

 In order to be eligible for funds in 

this program, organizations must 

first be designated qualified by 

the New Jersey Cultural Trust.

 Applications for qualification are 

available on the Cultural Trust 

website and must be postmarked 

no later than February 17, 2023.

 Organizations not qualified by 

March 15, 2023, will not be 

considered eligible for this grant 

round.

 Applying for qualification is a 

separate process, distinct from 

applying for this grant program.



ELIGIBLE PROPERTIES

 Individually listed in the 
New Jersey and/or 
National Register of 
Historic Places 

 Contribute to the 
significance of a historic 
district listed in the New 
Jersey and/or National 
Register of Historic Places 

 All properties must be 
listed at time of 
application to be 
considered eligible. 



ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

 Includes stabilization, repair, 

restoration, adaptive reuse, and 

improvements to cultural or historic 

properties, including adapting for 

increased accessibility. 

 All work must be in conformance with 

the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for Historic Preservation.

 Project budget may include proposed 

non-construction expenses for 

architectural or engineering services up 

to a total of 20% of proposed budget.



OTHER GUIDELINES

 Maximum award: $40,000

 For this grant round, the New Jersey 
Historic Trust’s priority is projects that 
can be completed for $100,000 or less.

 No matching funds are required, 
however, if project costs are more than 
requested, the proposal must clearly 
demonstrate the organization’s ability 
to provide the remaining necessary 
funds. 

 All grant-funded activities must occur 
during the period January 1, 2024 
through December 31, 2024.



 Significance of the Resource

 Is the property l isted in NJ Register?

 Is property under threat of collapse, demolition, inappropriate use or 
development?

 Project Concept/Team

 Is the scope of work clear, thorough and appropriate for resource?

 Is the project team qualified?

 Is the proposed budget realistic?

 Is the schedule feasible?

 Organizational Ability

 Has the organization been a good steward to the property? 

 Does the organization have a long -term commitment to the preservation of 
the resource? 

 Does the organization have a good fundraising record?

CRITERIA FOR REVIEW



 Public Benefit 

 Does project represent 
innovative design, 
programming or reach 
new audiences?

 Does project 
complement other State 
initiatives?

 Is there community 
support?

 Will funding make a 
difference in quality of 
project?

CRITERIA FOR REVIEW (CONT.)



4/4/2023 4PM 

Grant application 
deadline

SAGE only

Determined eligible 
by CT

Reviewed by NJHT 
staff and outside 

Evaluators

NJHT Grants and 
Loans Committee 

makes 
recommendation to 

NJHT Board

NJHT Board forwards 
recommendations to 

CT Board 

CT Board considers 
recommendations 

and may place 
conditions on grants 

Cultural Trust 
announces grant 

awards

APPLICATION REVIEW PROCESS

First: Submit Qualification Application by February 17



CAPITAL PRESERVATION GRANTS 

APPLICATION

Due April 4 at 4 pm



SYSTEM FOR ADMINISTERING GRANTS 

ELECTRONICALLY (SAGE)

https://njsage.intelligrants.com

Use Google Chrome





Select: Department of 

State – Cultural Trust



 The 'Username' field must consist of all letters and numbers.

 The 'Password' field must consist of all letters and numbers and must be 
at least 7 characters long.

 The fields 'Password' and 'Confirm Password' must be the same.

 Please keep record of your username and password.

 The Person who is to be the Authorized Official for the Organization 
should complete the page, including Organization and title.

 If Organization and Title are not included your validation will be delayed.

 Click “Save” to save the data.

 Once you have saved your contact information, your account must then be 
approved by a Department of State administrator before you can access 
the system.

 Please note: Access and approval of registration is NOT automatic. When 
access has been granted you will receive an email message confirming 
that your account has been validated.

SAGE: NEW USER REGISTRATION NOTES







Make sure all information 
is correct for your 

organization.

Then click on Organization 
Details for the Additional 
Profile Information page.





Complete ALL 
the information 

requested on this form, 
including information in 

blue box.

Make sure to click the 
SAVE button.





Historic Trust Capital 2024







“Historic Trust Capital 2024”









GENERAL INFORMATION



PROPERTY INFORMATION



ORGANIZATIONAL BUDGET



ORGANIZATIONAL BUDGET



PROJECT BUDGET



PROJECT BUDGET



REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS





Attachments may be 

uploaded in any of the 

following file types: bmp, 

doc, gif, jpg, pdf, png, ppt, 

tif, txt, wpd, xls, docx, xlsx, 

vsd, xml, mp3.

Maximum file size – 13 MB

GUIDELINES FOR ATTACHMENT FILES



MISCELLANEOUS ATTACHMENTS





APPLICATION SUBMITTED

APPLICATION CANCELLED

SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION IN SAGE

DUE APRIL 4 AT 4 PM!



 NJ DOS IG16 Grantee Webinar 

▪ Click “Training Materials” in SAGE menu bar to view

 PDF User Guide

▪ https://www.state.nj.us/state/dos-grant-information.shtml

 Contact:

▪ Cultural Trust staff at Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov

▪ sagehelp@sos.nj.gov

SAGE RESOURCES

https://www.state.nj.us/state/dos-grant-information.shtml
mailto:Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov
mailto:sagehelp@sos.nj.gov




 NJ DOS IG16 Grantee Webinar 

▪ Click “Training Materials” in SAGE menu bar to view

 PDF User Guide

▪ https://www.state.nj.us/state/dos-grant-information.shtml
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SAGE RESOURCES

https://www.state.nj.us/state/dos-grant-information.shtml
mailto:Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov
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 For information regarding the listing 

status of your historic property, please 

contact the State Historic Preservation 

Office at 609-984-0539 or at 

Andrea.Tingey@dep.nj.gov

 For information regarding qualification or 

the SAGE application, please contact the 

New Jersey Cultural Trust at 609-633-0522 

or at Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov

 For information regarding eligible 

activities and evaluation criteria, please 

contact the New Jersey Historic Trust at 

609-984-0473 or at njht@dca.nj.gov

CONTACTS AND QUESTIONS

mailto:Andrea.Tingey@dca.nj.gov
mailto:Isabel.Kasdin@sos.nj.gov
mailto:njht@dca.nj.gov

